
1 
 

PAPER 1, QUESTION 6 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT - USA 

 

 

CIVIL SOCIETY PROTESTS FROM THE 1960s TO THE 1970s 

BACKGROUND 

 African Americans continued to experience discrimination, racial inequality and 

prejudice.   

 The Civil Rights Movement was a protest campaign that aimed at gaining full civil 

rights for African Americans.   

WHAT WERE THE FORMS OF CIVIL SOCIETY PROTEST EMERGED FROM THE 

1960s-1970s? 

1.  BUS BOYCOTT 

1.1  WHAT WAS IT? AND IMPLEMENTATION 

ROSA PARKS INCIDENT 

 On 1 December 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, she refused to give up her seat 

to a white passenger, ignoring the custom in the south at the time that required 

African-Americans to give up their seats if required. 

 She was arrested for this, and the incident led to the local black community 

boycotting the bus service. 

 1000s of pamphlets were printed to inform the community of the boycott. 

 Slogan:  'Don't ride the bus today.  Don't ride it for freedom.' 

 This was called the MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT. 

MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT 

 Commuters walked or stayed at home 

 Lasted 381 days 

 The boycott was extremely damaging to the bus company - lost 75% of their 

revenue 

1.2 RESULTS/OUTCOME 

 The Supreme Court ruled that segregation on buses was illegal in November 

1956. 

 Buses were desegregated the next month. 
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2.  SIT-INS 

2.1  WHAT WAS IT?  AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 1st sit-in:  Greensboro, North Carolina 

 Four black college students sat down at a 'whites only' lunch counter at 

Woolworths and were refused service.   

 They continued sitting at the lunch counter in silent protest 

 A larger group of students returned the next day to resume the protest. 

 Inspired others and within two weeks similar protests took place in 11 cities. 

 Concept of 'sit-in' spread to other segregated facilities such as 'pray-ins', 'read-

ins', 'wade-ins' 

2.2 RESULTS 

 Slowly, but surely, restaurants throughout the South began to abandon their 

policies of segregation. 

 The sit-ins demonstrated that mass nonviolent direct action could be successful 

and brought national media attention to the new era of the civil rights movement.  

 One of the most important results of these actions was that students from across 

the country became active participants in the civil right movement. 

3.  FREEDOM RIDES 

3.1 WHAT WAS IT? AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 Organized by CORE: Congress of Racial Equality 

 Although segregation on buses had been ruled unconstitutional, it was still 

practices in Southern states. 

 An interracial group of 13 students travelled on 2 Greyhound buses.  

 Became known as FREEDOM RIDES 

 When bus reached Anniston, Alabama it was attacked by mob of racist.  Bus was 

escorted out of town by police.   

 CORE organized more Freedom Rides.  Although Freedom Riders were attacked 

and beaten, they were determined to continue protests 

3.2  OUTCOME/ RESULTS 

 Media publicity on TV and in newspapers showed Freedom Riders being abused. 

 Segregation on interstate buses was made illegal. 
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4.  MARCHES 

The campaigns held in Birmingham and Washington in 1963 are two of the best-known 

demonstrations against racism and segregation. 

4.1  BIRMINGHAM, APRIL 1963 

4.1.1  WHAT WAS IT? AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 Martin Luther King and the SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) 

embarked on protest campaign in Birmingham. 

 It was a Ku Klux Klan stronghold and deeply racist city - 17  black churches and 

homes had been bombed between 1957 and 1962 

 Volunteers were trained in the techniques of non-violent protest. 

 African Americans demanded the desegregation of public facilities and right to 

attend all Southern universities. 

 Protestors were attacked with fire hoses, tear gas, and electric cattle prods 

 More than 3 300 black men, women and children were taken to jail. 

 2 May - 50 schoolchildren set of from Kelly Ingram Park singing "We Shall 

Overcome".  They were arrested and placed in police vans. 

 Other groups followed and were also arrested.  Within 3 hours 959 children were 

in jail. 

4.1.2  OUTCOME/RESULT 

 Intense media coverage made support for the CRM grow. 

 In response, Pres JF Kennedy made a TV appearance in which he declared that 

racial discrimination was a moral issue. 

 Birmingham business owners decided protest campaigns were bad for business - 

desegregated lunch counters, restrooms and drinking fountains. 

4.2 LINCOLN MEMORIAL  

 4.2.1 WHAT WAS IT? AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 Choice of venue was symbolic - Abraham Lincoln signed proclamation freeing 

slaves in the USA in 1863 - centenary celebration. 

 250 000 demonstrators met at Washington Memorial - people from all ethnicities 

and religions. 

 This is where Martin Luther King Jnr delivered his 'I have a Dream' speech. 



4 
 

 

 

4.2.2 OUTCOME/RESULTS. 

 Lyndon B Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act in July 1964 in the presence of 

King and all the other civil rights leaders.   

 This law was major landmark:  banned segregation based on race, colour, 

religion or national origin. 

5.   SELMA-MONTGOMERY MARCHES 

5.1 WHAT WAS IT? AND IMPLEMENTATION 

 Very few African Americans were registered to vote.  . 

 Campaign was launched in Selma, Alabama. 

 SCLC planned a protest march from Selma to Montgomery. 

 A group of 600 protestors was confronted by police - they were attacked with 

batons, cattle prods, whips and tear gas. 

 This brutal attack was televised and outraged Americans. 50 injured.  Became 

known as Bloody Sunday. 

 There were two more attempts to march from Selma-Montgomery.  3rd Attempt 

was successful, crowd of 25 000. 

5.2 OUTCOME/RESULT 

 President Lyndon B Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act in 1965.   

 This law removed the restrictions put on black voters so that every American 

citizen had an equal right to vote. 

  


